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Trinity School 

Heathway  

Dagenham 

Essex  

RM10 7SJ 
 

Tel:      020 8270 1601 

Fax:      020 8270 4969 

Absence Line: 

0208 7248385 

 

Email:  

office.trinity@bdcs.org.uk 

 

Website:  

www.trinityschooldagenham.org.uk 

 

Headteacher:   

Mrs Susan Ball 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 

THE LAST DAY OF  
 

AUTUMN TERM 
 

FOR PUPILS WILL BE  
 

WEDNESDAY 
 

20 DECEMBER 
 

 2017 
 
 
 

PUPILS RETURN TO  
 

SCHOOL AFTER THE  
 

CHRISTMAS  
 

HOLIDAYS  
 

ON  WEDNESDAY   
 

3 JANUARY  2018 
 

 
 

TRINITY  SCHOOL VISION 
 

 Leading Excellence in Special Educational Needs and  
  Disability Provision. 
 Ensuring Outstanding Person-Centred Achievement &  
  Outcomes. 
 Including everyone in meaningful, safeguarded life 
 
 
To all our Parents, Carers, Families and Friends 
 
I hope you enjoy reading all our news.  I have had a wonderful first term 
as Headteacher and the highlights always include those moments when 
our students show the word how much they have to share.  The photo 
below shows our young people donating food to those less fortunate.   
 
Wishing you all a peaceful holiday, a Merry Christmas  and all the best for 
2018.  I look forward to working with you all in the coming year and 
please do get involved with our Parent Training and our Parent Forum 
(information next page). 
 

Susan Ball 
Headteacher 
 
Thank you to the families who have sent donations to this great cause 
and to others we have supported this term.   
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SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
 
 
Christmas Holidays 2017 
 
Thursday 21 December 2017- 
Tuesday 2 January 2018 
(Inclusive) 
 
Spring Half-Term 2018 
 
Monday 12 February - 
Friday 16 February 2018 
(Inclusive) 
 
Easter Holidays 2018 
 
Friday 30 March - 
Friday 13 April 2018 
(Inclusive) 
 
May Day 2018 
 
Monday 7 May 2018 
 
Summer Half-Term 2018 
 
Monday 28 May — 
Friday 1 June 2018 
(Inclusive) 
 

THE LAST DAY OF  
SUMMER TERM FOR  

PUPILS WILL BE  
THURSDAY 19 JULY 2018 

 
 

FOR FURTHER TERM 
DATES AND HOLIDAYS - 
PLEASE REFER TO THE 

TRINITY SCHOOL  
WEBSITE: 

 
www.trinityschooldagenham. 

org.uk 

 

It is nearly Christmas already – how time has flown since the start of this 
school year! The pupils and staff in Lower School have been very busy as 
usual – working hard and making some wonderful memories. 
 

 
In September, we had a large new cohort of Reception aged pupils joining 
us and it has been a very busy time creating class groupings to best meet 
their needs, settling them in and ensuring that appropriate equipment 
was available in classrooms. Staff in these groups have worked very hard 
to welcome the new pupils and to begin to build trusting relationships 
with some very dependent little ones - supported well by our school  
nursing and speech therapy teams, as well our OT and physio. It is going 
to be a long process, but we are making small, gradual steps and are  
determined to make these pupils’ time at Trinity positive, happy and  
successful. 
 
We also welcomed two new Year 1 pupils and new members of teaching 
staff and classroom assistants – and hope they all have a successful and 
exciting time in Lower School. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our older pupils in Lower School have been involved in some exciting  
extra-curricular activities to enhance their learning, develop their social 
skills and promote British values: 
 

 Some classes have visited Jolly Jungles to develop their physical and 
social skills. 

 Another class went on a trip to Colchester Zoo to meet the penguins. 

 Our PMLD pupils participated in a cross-phase New Age Kurling  
   competition. 

 All classes visited the Upper School garden whilst decorated for  
   Halloween. 

 All pupils had the opportunity to dress up on “Wear-it-Pink Day” to raise 
awareness of Breast Cancer. 

Lower School 

PARENT FORUM 
We are delighted that parents have created a Parent Forum which has met 
twice this term.  The purpose of the Forum is to give parents a chance to 
meet and develop supportive relationships with each other. The forum will 
also give parents the opportunity to discuss their training needs and the 
school can then plan future sessions. 
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 All pupils shared different songs in phase assemblies 
during Black History Week. 

 
Before the end of term, we are going to be very busy 
still with a range of activities planned for all the pupils: 
 

 Our Nativity Performance for parents and carers on   
   Monday 18 December. 

 A pantomime onsite performed by “Dazzle and Fizz”. 

 Christmas lunch in the Dining Hall. 

 A Christmas concert performed by the Borough Staff  
   Band. 

 Reindeers visiting the phase. 

 Santa visiting to bring presents for all the pupils. 

 Our Winter Wonderland Sensory Experience Day. 

 Christmas Jumper Day to raise money for the Stroke    
   Association and Save the Children. 

 End of Term Disco. 
 
We would like to wish all our pupils and staff, and their families, a very 
Merry Christmas and hope for a happy and fun-filled 2018! 
  

Abby Town, Candice Webb, Veronica Jackson, Lucy Foster &  Sandra Lee -  
Lower School Managers      
 

 
The phase have had a very busy Autumn term with some students having 
lots of  opportunities to take part in events both off-site and within the 
school.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New students from the Lower Phase have settled in well and are becoming 
familiar with the expected routines within the Middle phase.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some students enjoyed a day out at Barleylands, Billericay where they 
participated in the President Cups Sporting Christmas Lunch.   
 
Students have had the opportunity to  explore Christmas through a  
sensory   story experience: wrapping presents, pulling crackers and  
exploring snow. 
 
The phase enjoyed watching a  pantomime performance of Hansel and 
Gretel for a Christmas treat.   
 
 
 
 

If your child is 

absent, you must let 

the school know on 

the first day of 

absence before 

9.00am giving the 

reason e.g. illness, 

appointments etc.   

All absences 

without a known 

reason will be 

followed up with a 

call by the school 

office. 

If we are unable to 

make contact, we 

will visit your home 

or make a decision 

to call Social Care 

to ensure that your 

child is safe. 

 

PUPIL 

ABSENCE 

LINE: 

0208 724 8385 

Middle  School 
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As a phase we really got into the spirit of Christmas by taking part in the 
Christmas Jumper Day, with all monies raised going to support the  
Stroke Association .  
 
All of Middle Phase staff would like to wish you all happy and safe Christmas 
holiday. 
 
Chris Komodromos , Jan Fisher-Sibbons  & Natasha Bridger 
Middle School  Management Team 
 

 
As the end of our first busy term approaches, we would like to take this 
opportunity to share with you some of the amazing events that have taken 
place.  
 
At the start of the year in September we welcomed Key Stage 3 students 
into the Upper Phase. They all settled into their class really well and have 
adapted to the different curriculum that is offered in this phase. Equally, 
the students who transitioned to the Further Education Centre from Upper 
School settled well and are really enjoying the variety of opportunities 
within the vocational FEC curriculum on offer. All students have been  
working very hard as they embark upon their accredited courses and  
vocational subjects. 
 
Work Experience began again in October for our Year 10 and 14 students 
and this year we have been able to expand upon the locations we use for 
the placements. One of our new Work Experience providers is the Chef’s 
Hat Café at Barking and Dagenham College. 
 
This has proved very successful and those able to attend for the week have 
really enjoyed the opportunity to work in a real café. We are also now able 
to send students out to St. Marks Community Café, B&M Stores,  
The Osborne Partnership, Boots the Chemist, Wellgate Community Farm and 
Sue Ryder Care. Work Experience placements continue into the summer 
term.  

In September a group of our FEC Year 13 and 14 students began a link 
course to Barking and Dagenham College. Nine students attend the college 
for one day each week and are accessing courses in Painting and Decorating 
and Multi Sports. Some of the group travel independently to the college and 
this is proving to be a very useful experience in preparation for transition to 
this destination at the end of Year 14. 

As a whole school we supported the ‘Wear it Pink’ Charity again this year 
and on October 20th many fun activities took place throughout the school.  
 

 

NOTE TO  

PARENTS/CARERS:  

 
 

Please ensure that all  
 

belongings are clearly  
 

marked with your  
 

child’s name to ensure  
 

that they may be  
 

returned to your child  
 

 when lost. 

Upper School / FEC 

SCHOOL 

MEALS 

 

Just a reminder that  

the price of a  school 

lunch is £2.30  

per day 
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One particular event was the fantastic PINK cake sale organised by  
Mrs Jan Hill in the FEC. Students and staff made cakes and biscuits for sale 
within school raising over £300 This year we raised £723.17 in total. A big 
thank you goes out to all those who donated so generously. 

 

 
On November 2nd we hosted our annual Certificate Presentation Afternoon.  
Students who left us last year, returned to receive accreditation and Duke 
of Edinburgh Award certificates, as well as those who left Upper School and 
are now in the FEC. This year certificates were presented by the  
Headteacher Mrs Sue Ball. We are very proud of all our students’  
achievements and pleased that so many parents and friends attended to 
share in this celebration.        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Also in November students and staff enjoyed the ‘Scary Night’ disco  
organised by Mr Ken Payne. Everyone made a fantastic effort at dressing in 
very imaginative scary costumes. It was another fun evening of music,  
dancing, refreshments and prizes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The FEC hosted a Coffee Morning on the 14th November. Parents, carers and 
SENCO’s from Barking and Dagenham schools were invited to attend in order 
to see our provision for post Year 11 students. Visitors met the staff and 
students already in the FEC, watched a performance by the schools’ Rock 
Band and had the opportunity for an informal chat over refreshments in our 
Home Management room, with the centre manager Mrs Kim Case. 
 
The FEC also played host to a visit from Sally Ann Clarke, Senior Youth 
Worker for B&D at The Vibe Youth Centre, on 4th December. Two of our FEC 
students had attended a conference at the Houses of Parliament in October 
as representatives within The BAD Youth Forum. At the conference they 
posed a question to MP, Mr Jon Cruddas relating to people with special 
needs being able to take driving tests. Mr Cruddus was very interested and 
as a result asked Ms.Clarke to investigate their concerns further.   

 
In the run up to the holiday the Upper School garden was once again  
transformed into a Winter Wonderland. Due to the phenomenal success of 
this venture last year, Roz Penfolds’ and Marijus Kaniauskas’ students and 
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class teams decorated the garden for the whole school to enjoy. Roz also 
arranged for the reindeer to pay another visit.  

 

The Christmas Fayre took place in the FEC as well as an end of term Musical 

Extravaganza.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term we have been supported in the Upper Phase Management team by 
Sam Beezley our current PMLD teacher. Sam completed a tour of duty as a 
TLR manager and has been an asset to the team. We hope that this  
experience will have been beneficial to Sam as she progresses in her teaching 
career at Trinity. 
  
From all the staff and students of the Upper School and FEC, we would like 
to wish everyone a very happy holiday and a peaceful, prosperous new year. 

 

Denny Brackenbury, Veronica Roberts, Kim Case &  Sam Beezley                    

 
 
 

The Upper School /FEC Management Team 
 

 

The Living and Learning Centre has had a busy term since the beginning of 
the new school year.  This academic year we have put into place a newly  
developed curriculum which is personalised and tailored for our students  
ensuring that their academic, structural, visual and sensory needs are  
catered for. The curriculum focuses on the development of their academic 
and general life skills which it is embedded with continuous opportunities to 
develop their communication skills as well as sensory regulation. So far this 
has been very successful. Students have also been enjoying a range of  
activities within the community such as trampolining and rambling at the 
local parks, as well as visiting the local shops. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Living & Learning Centre 

 Enjoying a Cookery Lesson Activities in the Sports Dome 

Egyptian Theme Day 
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 Students have taken a keen interest in cooking sessions and have made 
items such as fairy cakes, mince pies and biscuits. Students have enjoyed a 
range of new activities at both the group tables and within in their  
individual work settings. They have enjoyed taking part in our theme days 
which have included lessons about ancient Egyptians, Diwali and climate 
change.  They also enjoy using the school gym and the sports dome for  
physical activities.  
 

We were pleased to be able to spend some of the donation money that was 
received from the Dagenham Conservative Club.  As a team we decided to 
spend the money in a way that would best support the children and young 
people which has been seen by the purchasing of various pieces of sports 
equipment including footballs and a basketball hoop. We also purchased  
giant outdoor games including Jenga and Connect Four.  
We are hoping to purchase some bicycles which our students will be able to 
use once the weather becomes warmer again.  
 

Christmas is coming to the Living and Learning Centre! Our students are  
currently making various items including decorations and Christmas themed 
biscuits to sell at the Winter Fair. We have been taking part in shopping 
trips in the community to buy gifts as part of our LLC student Santa. We will 
be holding our Christmas lunch and also an end of term party during the last 
week to ensure that all of our students get access to a celebration.  
 

We hope that all our students, parents and carers have a very  
Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy new year.  The LLC team is looking 
forward to achieving more exciting things in 2018.   
  

Stephanie Ryan -  Acting  Manager 
Living & Learning Centre  
 

 
We have started the year with some fantastic opportunities for groups in PE 
and Swimming.  September arrived and many classes visited the Climbing 
Wall which was a brilliant outdoor educational experience. Two middle 
groups so far have been climbing at the YMCA and a further three groups in 
Lower School have been to Jolly Jungles as part of the individual tailored PE 
class provision.  December brought many classes their first Inter Class PE, 
where groups go to work together in partnership, sharing the skills they 
have built on and achieved over the course of the half term.  This year the 
PMLD Kurling Competition has been elevated to a whole new level with both  
finalists having to be decided by points difference.  The final will be held on 
Wednesday 20 December when the newly crowned champions will be  
announced.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have also had an Aquatics Festival in the school swimming pool and  
taken part in the Borough Panathlon Swimming Gala with eight students  
representing Trinity School.  We cannot wait to see what 2018 brings. 
 

Danielle Hawkins - 
Head of PE 

 

Practicing Exchange 
using a Personalised  

Communication  
 System 

Enjoying a Music Lesson 

Fine Motor Skills Tasks 
PE and Swimming 
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I would like to highlight the fantastic work of the Extended Schools 
Clubs for after school and half term.  Lots of exciting programmes have 
been running in clubs such as Swimming, Social Skills, Catering, Home  
Management, Art, Football, Lets Communicate, ICT, PMLD Therapy 
Club, Life Skills, Interaction and Sports Clubs.  All clubs are well 
matched to our children’s needs and the students benefit from the 
clubs. 
 
A big ‘Thank You’ to the Drumming Club for a fantastic performance at 
the Royal Oak Hotel and a big ‘Thank You’ to all staff who have  
supported clubs.  
 

Luke Hammatt 
Extended Schools Team  
 

 
This term has been a very busy one for the music department. 
 
The School choir were invited to sing at a conference at Eastbury Manor 
House, the rock group performed at the SEND conference at Orsett Hall 
and the Trinity Drummers performed at the Prince Regent Hotel in  
Chigwell. All performances received standing ovations. We provided live 
music for the FEC open day and the choir performed to the School in 
assembly 
 
 We have had a two day visit from players from the London Symphony 
Orchestra playing to classes and giving practical workshops. The music 
department have supported Christmas event across the school from the 
lower school Nativity to an “FEC Extravaganza” concert involving all the 
musical talent that Trinity has. 
 
This term has seen an exciting new project where Kim Khan’s class are 
all learning to play a clarinet as a whole class, with a visiting teacher 
from the community music centre. So far this is going well and we are 
looking forward to hearing them perform in the Summer Concert. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Gwyn Reeves 
Music Department 

Extended Schools Team 

Music 


