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PLEASE NOTE: 

 
THE LAST DAY OF  

 
AUTUMN  TERM 

 
FOR PUPILS WILL BE  

 
FRIDAY  

 
19 DECEMBER  2014 

 
 
 
 

PUPILS RETURN TO  
 

SCHOOL AFTER THE  
 

CHRISTMAS BREAK  
 

ON 
 

 MONDAY 5  JANUARY 
 

Trinity School  
Newsletter 
December  2014 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
 
Thank you to all who participated in our recent  
OFSTED school inspection.   
 
We are pleased to report that the overall  
effectiveness of the school was found to be  
outstanding for the third consecutive time.  
A ‘hat trick’ was achieved. 
 
A summary of the key findings is attached to this  
newsletter and has been distributed to all the parents 
and carers of pupils at the school. 
 
We expect that the report will also be available on the 
OFSTED website from the 11 December 2014. 
 
My staff are delighted with the outcome of the  
inspection and are keen to continue the drive to secure the best possible 
service to the pupils. As I have said on many occasions they are a  
remarkable group of people to lead and I am very proud of them. We are 
also proud to be part of the family of schools in Barking and Dagenham. 
 
Since the inspection it has been business as usual at the school. Plans are 
coming together for the upgrading of the multi sensory room and the  
multi sensory facilities in the swimming pool. The school has just taken 
delivery of a new school mini bus, new perimeter fencing will be installed 
at the front of the school and we are currently looking at ways to provide 
additional accommodation to support pupils who wish to work or sit  
quietly when they feel distressed. Teachers continue to meet and discuss 
the best way for each pupil to make progress. 
 
On a rather sad note, at the end of this term we say farewell to  
Rolland Dankwa our manager of the Living and Learning Centre. Rolland 
was amongst the first staff to open the service which has proved  
invaluable to so many families over the past twelve years. Words will  
never be enough to express our gratitude to Rolland for his commitment 
to the pupils and his loyalty and support for the school. We all wish him 
the very best for the future. Rolland’s replacement, Jo Chambers, will be 
taking up her post on the first of January. 
 

Finally, may I wish you all a peaceful Christmas and a happy New Year. 

 

Peter McPartland 

Headteacher 

mailto:office.trinity@bdcs.org.uk
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SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
 
 
Christmas Holidays 2014 
  
Monday 22 December – 
Friday 2 January 2015 
(Inclusive) 
 
 
Spring Half-Term 2015 
 
Monday 16 February - 
Friday 20 February 2015 
(Inclusive) 
 
 
Easter Holidays 2015 
 
Friday 3 April (Bank Holiday) 
– Friday 17 April 2015 
(Inclusive) 
 
 
May Bank Holiday 2015 
 
Monday 4 May 2015 
 
 
Summer Half-Term 2015 
 
Monday 25 May  
(Bank Holiday) –  
Friday 29 May 2015 
(Inclusive) 
 

 
On September 5th we welcomed all our Lower School pupils back after the 
summer break. We also welcomed Gemma Henderson a new teacher,  
Carly Lancaster and Wendy Davis who are working on a temporary basis in 
the phase as classroom assistants, and Jade Kinggett, Sabrina Powell and 
Parisse Everiste-Clifford who have joined us as apprentices. We wish them  
luck in their new roles.  
 
We have also been fortunate enough to secure a number of work  
experience students and volunteers; Sam Moreton, Cindy Evans,  
Felix Conde, Halima Begum, and Esther Nwobi (an ex-Trinity pupil).   
This support has a huge impact on the progress of our pupils and on the  
strength of team-work in the phase. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            LSPR Pupils Representing Trinity School at Borough Primary Panathlon 

 
So far this year, there have been increased opportunities for pupils to  
access experiences offsite – such as ELHAP; shows and pantomimes; the 
Discovery Centre; Morrison’s; Jolly Jungle and a Variety Club boat trip on 
the Thames. Following the Jolly Jungle trip, pupils said that they really  
enjoyed their day and the staff felt that the pupils benefitted from the 
opportunity to develop their social and life skills. More of our classes have 
travelled offsite with the PE team to take part in some sporting events 
whilst others participated in activities onsite.  Comments made by the PE 
team were that the pupils were a credit to the school with their effort, 
enthusiasm and behaviour. Primary funding for this year has been  
allocated to ensure that every pupil in Lower School has access to two 
extra PE events or activities over the year. 

 
Our sensory experience days continue to be positive  
occasions offering our pupils opportunities to share  
activities and play and work alongside their peers. On  
October 6th, the focus was Harvest and our Winter  
Wonderland sensory day took place on 3rd December. The 
pupils explored smells, tastes, sounds linked to the topic 
and also dressed up as scarecrows and had snowball 
fights! 

 
On 24th October, pupils in Lower School  
supported Breast Cancer Awareness by taking 
part in “Wear it Pink” Day.  They looked really 

smart and cheery dressed up in 
a variety of pink costumes and 
contributed money to the  
charity in the process. 
 
On November 19th and 20th  
we held two open sessions for  
prospective nursery pupils 
(September 2015) to visit us. 

They listened to a presentation about the provision 
we offer at Trinity and were then given a tour of the 
phase visiting classrooms typical of the three  
pedagogies used at Trinity. 

 

 

NOTE TO  

PARENTS/CARERS:  

 
Please ensure that all  

 
belongings are clearly  

 
marked with your  

 
child’s name. 

Lower School 
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During their Art and DT sessions,  
Lower School pupils worked hard to  
produce Christmas cards to enter 
competitions organised by our local 
MP’s. We have recently heard that 
four pupils were successful in winning  
prizes in these competitions and 
would like to congratulate:  
Shubby, Bobby, Lee and Presten  on 
their achievements. They have now 
been invited to attend award  
ceremonies to receive their prizes. 
 
Our PMLD pupils in Lower School are 
currently involved in a Boccia League 
competition – with the first match 
taking place on 20th October and we 
are proud to say that we won! We 
look forward to their next match this  
half-term. 
 

Abby Town, Veronica Jackson &  
Candice Webb  - Lower School 

    
The Autumn term has seen many exciting events and activities taking 
place within the Middle Phase.  Many of our students have had the  
opportunity to attend the annual President’s Sporting Cup Annual  
Christmas Lunch and some students have had the opportunity to  
participate in the sensory experience of Stick-Stuck: A Curious Place to 
Play.  

If your child is absent, 

you must let the school 

know on the first day of 

absence before 9.15 am 

giving the reason e.g. 

illness, appointments 

etc.   

All absences without a 

known reason will be 

followed up with a call 

by the school office. 

PUPIL ABSENCE 

Middle School 

This term some Middle School 
students have had the  
opportunity to complete a cycle 
of Outdoor Education activities 
at the YMCA. Here they have had 
the opportunity to participate in 
rock climbing. 
 

Our weekly Tuesday morning  
visits to Elhap have continued, 
with most students within the 
phase  having the chance to  
experience a large adventure 
playground designed for young 
people with special educational 
needs.   

 

 
 

 The Humanities topic for the                       
 Autumn term has been the  
Egyptians and Africa.  Students 

have  enjoyed and experienced a 
‘Theme Day’ for both these units 

of work. During these Theme Days,  
they have experienced life in  

Egyptian times and life in Africa.  
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Upper School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many students from the Middle Phase have represented Trinity School in a 
range of sporting and swimming events and have also had the opportunity 
to participate in our own water aquatics festival, which took place in the 

schools swimming pool.  

Jan Fisher-Sibbons—Assistant Headteacher – Middle School 

 
 
 

 
As we rapidly approach Christmas, we would like 
to share some of the highlights of this busy term. 
In September new students were welcomed into 
the phase. They have all settled into the Upper 
School extremely well and have adapted to the 
different curriculum that is offered in this phase.  
Equally, the students who have transitioned to 
the FEC have also settled well and are really  

enjoying the variety of opportunities open to them. All students have been 
working very hard as they have embarked upon their accredited courses and 
different subjects.  In October we enjoyed a ‘Scary Night’ disco when many 
students and staff dressed up for this fun evening with music dancing and 
prizes. 

 

 

 

 

 

As a school we supported the annual “Wear it Pink” charity day which 
raised a record amount of money for breast cancer awareness.                                                    

 
In November we hosted our presentation afternoon, when 
students returned to receive their certificates in  
recognition of their accredited work completed in the 
summer. Each student left with several certificates. We 
are very proud of their achievements and pleased that so 
many parents and friends attended to share in this  
celebration.  
 
Work experience has started for our Year 11 and Year 14 
students. This will continue into next year.  Students will 
access placements such as the Sue Ryder Charity Shop, 

The Osborne Partnership, Heathlands and B and M retail. Transition  
continues for students as they prepare for future placement at Post 16. 
 
The mini enterprise scheme continues to be successful. The 2015 calendar 
has been produced using art work from across the school, and is selling  
really well. 
 
As part of Humanities, USVR visited the Ragged Schools Museum in Mile End, 
and also Valence House in Dagenham to experience a Victorian Christmas. 
Many students across the phase have represented Trinity School at various 
sporting fixtures.  
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The FEC continue to access a variety of venues in the community as part 
of their curriculum using sports centres, leisure centres and  
supermarkets. 
 
Christmas events are in progress. During the last week of term, the FEC 
will be going out to a restaurant for their Christmas meal and Key Stage 4 
will be having a Christmas buffet.  A brass band will give a  
Christmas Concert. On the last day of term the celebrations will finish 
with a disco and a “Trinity’s Got Talent” competition.  
 

From all the students and staff of the Upper Phase, we wish you a very 

happy Christmas holiday and a peaceful new year. 

Sandra Burns, Denny Brackenbury, Chris McHardy & Kim Case 
The Upper Phase Management Team 

 

 

Pupils continued to show progress in their behaviour and academic work. 
A new pupil who joined us has settled very well and he has become more 
calm and less anxious. 
 
During the school Summer holidays, our pupils undertook a number of 
school trips to places such as Bedford Park, Southend-On-Sea, Connaught 
Waters and Langdon Hills. They experienced nature’s beautiful  
surroundings and participated in a number of activities. Our pupils show 
improved behaviours on all our trips and we congratulate them for their 
progress. 
 
As part of the ethos of our school, we supported our two school leavers to 
transition effectively into their new Post 19 provision. We worked with 
the Adult Social Service Transition Team, the new provision and families 
to ensure that effective structures required to further improve the skills 
of our leavers are put in place. We are very pleased with the transition 
progress made by our pupils within their new settings. 
 
Having served our great school and its pupils for the last twelve years, I 
will be resigning at the end of this Autumn term. I would like to thank our 
Headteacher, the Senior Management Team (past and present), my  
deputy Sylvia Angee, the LLC staff, all Trinity staff, the LA and our  
School Governors for all the support I received during my time in post.  
Together we have developed a unique provision for our pupils and their 
families. I wish our new teacher, manager and the team all the best in the 
future. God bless you all. 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to everyone. 

 

Rolland Dankwa (Manager, Trinity Living and Learning Centre) 

 

 

The Living & Learning Centre 


