FEC Managers

—

Welcome to the Summer 1 Edition of Our Further Education Centre Newsletter!

This term has been full of exciting opportunities for our students to develop their independence, creativity, and communication skills. Across the FEC,
learners have been actively engaged in practical, meaningful experiences that support their preparation for adulthood.
We are proud of the progress students continue to make and are delighted to share some highlights and important updates with you.

FEC and Secondary Immersive Arts Project

Our immersive project is now in full swing, with a range of workshops taking place to begin developing the story of The Tempest.

Students are actively engaged and working hard across different aspects of the production, including set design, photography, narration, and
developing their understanding of the storyline. It has been a fantastic opportunity for students to collaborate, explore creativity, and build confidence
through meaningful, practical experiences.

Year 14 Transitions

Adult assessments should now have been completed by Adult Social Care, and consultations are currently underway with Adult Services and FE
colleges. If you have not yet received the outcome of the adult assessment, or if this has not been completed, please contact the FEC Managers
urgently so that we can support you.

You can also contact the Adult Intake Team at LBBD directly if you or someone you know requires a social care assessment or review:

*  Telephone: 020 8227 2915

*  Email: intaketeam@Ibbd.gov.uk

Katie, Jean & Nicola

FECSF have thoroughly enjoyed taking part in light and
movement exploration lessons as part of their maths learning,
showing high levels of engagement throughout. The changing
lights have captured their attention, with many learners'
demonstrating excitement through smiles, vocalisations and
purposeful body movements as the light moved around them.
As the light was brought closer and further away, learners
showed clear awareness of the changes, supporting
mathematical concepts such as distance, position and cause and
effect.

Moments of anticipation were evident when the light paused or
changed direction, encouraging learners to notice patterns and
predict what might happen next. Some learners waited
expectantly, while others actively sought the light by shifting
their bodies or extending their hands.

Learners have shown sustained interest and enjoyment, making
the activities both motivating and meaningful for everyone
involved.



mailto:intaketeam@lbbd.gov.uk

__ | Shopping and Life Skills

Learners have been enthusiastically developing their practical life skills through our recent
shopping topic in Home Management. They have taken part in planning a shopping trip,
creating detailed shopping lists, and researching prices to compare value for money. This has
supported their understanding of budgeting and making informed choices.

As part of this topic, learners have also practised essential money skills, exploring different
ways to pay for goods, including cash and alternative payment methods. In addition, they
enjoyed a clothes shopping activity, where they checked sizes and selected outfits suitable for
a variety of occasions.

It has been wonderful to see learners growing in confidence and independence while
A applying these important everyday skills in a fun and engaging way. We are now looking
forward to putting these skills into practice as we prepare for our upcoming shopping trips in

FEC - Home Mal’lagemen‘t the community next half term.

This term, our learners have been exploring the exciting theme of celebration foods. The
sessions have been a fantastic opportunity for students to develop key cooking skills, build
confidence, and enjoy being creative in the kitchen. We have made a delicious selection of
treats, including:

Butterfly Cupcakes - Students enjoyed decorating their cakes, practising fine motor skills
and expressing their creativity.

Chicken Wraps - A great hands-on activity where learners-built independence by preparing
and assembling their own wraps.

Victoria Sponge Cake - A classic celebration favourite, helping students practise measuring,
mixing, and working as a team.

Lemon Cupcakes - These were a real highlight, with learners exploring flavours and
decorating their cakes beautifully.

Throughout the term, students have worked collaboratively, followed instructions, and taken
FEC - Catering pride in their achievements. It has been wonderful to see their confidence grow as they try

new skills and celebrate their successes. Well done to everyone for their enthusiasm and hard
work!




This half term, our pupils have been incredibly busy with their work-
based mini-enterprise projects, showing fantastic dedication in the
garden. They began by planting vegetable seeds, including pumpkins
and courgettes, carefully nurturing them each day as they grew into
healthy seedlings. Once the plants were ready, the students worked
collaboratively to transfer them into the raised beds.

The pupils also demonstrated excellent practical skills by creating a
wonderful herb garden using an old wooden pallet. In addition, they
worked hard to repair, clean, and paint the raised garden beds outside
the FEC catering area.

Thanks to their teamwork, effort, and enthusiasm, these outdoor spaces
are now looking fantastic and are fully prepared for the summer. The
pupils should be extremely proud of all they have achieved

FEC - Creative Projects

During the summer term, students have been actively engaged in a range of
exciting creative projects inspired by the theme of mixed media. They have been
exploring how artists combine different materials, textures, and techniques to
produce expressive and imaginative artwork. Pupils have studied a variety of
mixed media artists, using their work as inspiration to encourage
experimentation and support the development of their own personal creativity.
Across lessons, students have worked with a wide range of techniques and
equipment, including painting, collage, printmaking, drawing, and the use of
textured materials. These activities have helped to build confidence, creativity,
and problem-solving skills, while giving each student the opportunity to
develop their own unique artistic style.

Alongside this, students have also been contributing to The Tempest immersive
art project. They are creating visual pieces that will form part of an engaging,
multi-sensory environment inspired by the play, helping to bring learning to life
in a creative and memorable way.




This term in PSHE, students have been developing important life skills to help them understand
health, safety, and communication.

They have been learning about the different healthcare professionals who support us and their
roles, as well as how to decide who to approach for different health needs. Pupils have practised
asking for help appropriately by using simple scripts and responding to questions to share key
information clearly.

Students have also explored how to make a professional phone call, focusing on using polite,
formal language, speaking clearly, and building confidence through role-play of real-life
situations. They have been learning to recognise when something may be wrong with their
body and how to communicate this effectively to others.

In addition, the class has been developing awareness of medicines and household products,
learning to identify warning labels and understand how to handle and store items safely. They
have also been learning to recognise everyday hazards, understand how to stay safe, and know
what to do in emergencies, including fire safety.

Overall, this topic has supported students in becoming more confident, independent, and aware
of how to take care of their health and safety.
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FEC - Numeracy & Literacy

In Maths this term, students have been developing practical skills for everyday life

and future work. They have been learning how to pay for items using coins and
notes, including using the exact amount. Pupils have also been practising how

to follow timetables, rotas, and visual schedules to organise tasks independently.
Students explored different measuring tools and when to use them for weight,
liquids, or temperature. They have also been learning about time, including how
timers work, understanding different time intervals, and completing tasks within a
set time. This topic has helped build confidence, independence, and essential skills
for real-life situations and the workplace.

In Literacy this term, students have been developing key communication skills for
the workplace. They have learnt how to describe job roles and explain workplace
problems, as well as recognise and follow clear instructions by identifying key
action words. Pupils have practised reading workplace messages and posters,
understanding their meaning, and even creating their own with a focus on health
and hygiene. They have also been working on giving and following verbal
instructions using sequencing words, and using precise, descriptive language to
communicate clearly, including talking about their past learning experiences.




In our PSD lesson, we explored the concepts of hot and cold through a range
of hands-on experiments and activities. We used a variety of materials and
objects to help us better understand how temperature can affect different
items and how it feels to us. For example, we worked with ice, warm and cold
\ water, and different types of drinks to compare their temperatures. We also
used ice packs and warm packs to experience the contrast more directly. In
addition, we included objects like warm and cold bears, which made the
activity more interactive and engaging.
During our catering lessons, we explored a variety of fruits, with a particular
focus on different types of melon. We used our senses to look at, feel, smell,
and taste them, noticing their colours, textures, and flavours. Both lessons
were enjoyable and helped us learn in a practical, engaging way.

This term, FECTA learners have taken part in a wide range of practical, sensory, and creative
learning experiences designed to support engagement and build independence. Through
outdoor learning, food preparation, table setting, literacy for work, mixed media art and a
Tempest-themed experience, learners developed key skills including fine and gross motor
control, communication, sequencing, following instructions, sensory awareness, and social
interaction. Learners also explored and tasted a variety of foods to help them communicate
likes and dislikes, including celery, cucumber, lemon, crisps, biscuits and more. Other
highlights included planting and caring for herbs, setting a table independently, celebrating
VE Day by baking Victoria sponge cakes, and creating expressive artwork using a range of
materials. These meaningful, hands-on experiences supported learners to build confidence,
work with increasing independence, and apply their skills in real-life and work-related
contexts.




This half term, we had the opportunity to take partin a
sensory workshop of The Tempest. The students were
given the opportunity to touch and smell different
materials while listening to the story of The Tempest.
All of the students were fully engaged and followed
along with each section. Their favourite part was the
bucket of slime. Although the students took a little
while to build up the confidence to touch it, once they
did, they were eager to explore the slime to find the
hidden item.

We are all looking forward to the sensory journey,
which will be taking place next half term.

This term, the students in FECRP have taken part in a range of
engaging and meaningful activities across Catering, WBME Garden
herbs, and Creative Projects. In Catering, students developed
practical life skills such as preparing simple foods, spreading, mixing
and washing up, while building confidence and independence.
During WBME sessions, they enjoyed planting seeds, caring for
herbs and plants, and learning how to look after living things,
developing responsibility and teamwork. In Creative Projects,
students explored different materials to create colourful artwork,
expressing their ideas and making individual choices. A highlight of
the term was our visit from Joy the therapy dog, which supported
students’ wellbeing, communication, and interaction in a calm and
positive way. Throughout these activities, students have been
practising important skills including communication, following
instructions, making choices, and working together.
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