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Welcome to the Secondary Newsletter for Summer, half term 1.

This term has been full of engaging, creative and meaningful learning across the school.
Learners have thoroughly enjoyed exploring Matilda and Alice in Wonderland, taking part in sensory storytelling, drama, art and
communication activities that have supported confidence, imagination and language development.
Learners have been building important life skills such as food preparation, self-care, communication and teamwork.
Our enrichment experiences have been a real highlight, including the immersive Tempest workshops, themed events and

celebrations. These opportunities have supported curiosity, enjoyment and shared learning experiences.

In addition, pupils have explored the wider world through topics such as animals and habitats, as well as celebrating key events
including VE Day and other cultural celebrations, promoting a strong sense of community and belonging.

We are incredibly proud of the enthusiasm, resilience and progress shown by all learners this term. Thank you, as always, for
your continued support.

Trinity is a Rights Respecting school, putting children’s rights at the heart of school life.
We currently hold a UNICEF Bronze award and our Rights Respecting group are working towards a Silver accreditation.
Our Rights Respecting group of learners have been making displays to show that names are important, and this term we have
been focusing on articles 7 and 8; ‘Every child has the right to a name, nationality and an identity.’
The Trinity RRG attended a meeting at the council chambers in Barking and gave a presentation to other schools about article 24.




r Throughout this term, our literacy and communication lessons have
been inspired by the fantastic story of Matilda. We have taken part
in a range of fun and creative activities that encouraged us to use
our imagination and express our ideas through messy play and
games. As we explored the story, we talked about the main events
and focused on the different characters, thinking about their
feelings, actions, and how they treated others throughout the story.

We also celebrated VE day,
learners and staff had fun dressing
up in red, white and blue. We
participated in different games and
activities out on the trim trail. The
learners also enjoyed decorating
biscuits with icing. The day
encouraged learners to feel valued
and connected while learning
about remembrance, unity, and
the importance of peace.

We have also enjoyed celebrating
Easter with a bonnet parade, St
George’s day by decorating flags
and Eid where we made cards for

During our art lessons we have been
creating different collages based on
the different characters from
Matilda. The learners explored
different materials, using their hands
to feel whether the material was
hard, soft, smooth or sticky.

our families.

On Friday 8t May, the children We have welcomed the sunshine this term and
This in term in SSZL we have celebrated VE day. We enjoyed have taken our learning outdoors. In science we
been exploring the story of lots of fun games and activities have been learning all about animals, in maths
Alice in Wonderland. We in the playground. We also we have been comparing big and small objects
have learned about the listened to wartime music, made and in geography we have been learning about
different characters, VE day medals, Union Jack flags habitats and the types of animals that live in the
designed their own tea pots and sparkly aeroplane hats for desert.
and tea cups and even had the hat parade.

our very own Mad Hatters
Tea Party in the garden!

Children have enjoyed The children have had the
exploring different smells, opportunity to take part in two
textures, sounds and tastes, immersive workshops all about

helping to bring the story to Shakespeare’s ‘The Tempest’. It
life. was a sensory extravaganza!




r In SSBB this term, we have been
enjoying the story of Alice in
Wonderland. We have engaged with
a sensory version of the story, and
have particularly enjoyed tasting the
sweet drinks. We have also loved our
Alice in Wonderland TacPac sessions,

where we explored a range of
different scented oils. We have
enjoyed exploring Alice in
Wonderland sensory trays,
encouraging curiosity and learning. A
highlight of the term was attending a
Mad Hatter’s tea party, where we
had the opportunity to make cups of
tea and taste different biscuits.

We have also been creating
different pieces of art based on
Alice in Wonderland. Using a
range of resources and
technigues, we have created
artwork inspired by different
characters from the story.

This has included a piece
showing Alice in the rose garden,
as well as creating the Cheshire
Cat and a Mad Hatter’s hat. We
also made a beautiful clock,
where we independently placed
the numbers ourselves.

As well as learning about Alice in
Wonderland, we have also been
focusing on our independence
and health. We have taken part
in additional exercise sessions
enjoying the increased
circulation and socialisation
equally!

We have responded well to the
routine and have been challenging
ourselves by increasing the distance
we walk and improving the time it
takes. Walking together as a group
has created a strong sense of
teamwork, we enjoy encouraging
and celebrating each other.

that habitat.

We are learning about habitats and adaptation in Science.
We are focusing on ‘Rainforests’ and ‘The Arctic’ and have
started to understand the different types of animals that
live in each habitat, and how they are able to survive in

We have been learning about ‘Alice in Wonderland’ and have
been enjoying this story, which has been part of our learning
across lots of our subjects. We have made some character
themed hats — can you guess which character each hat
represents?

Look how well our plants
have grown! We have lots of
sunflowers and radishes and
two bean plants. The
learners have been great at
looking after them.

We have been taking
part in a fantastic
drama workshop, and
have been learning
about ‘The Tempest’

by Shakespeare.




Matilda has been our focus
for Literacy this term. The
story has some great
characters which we
painted in colours suited to
their characteristics. Scary
Miss Trunchbull left us
shaking in our boots!

We have been working hard to build our bike-riding skills
together. We have been incredibly lucky to receive a
donation of bikes from a company called The Bike Club
and we thoroughly enjoyed trying out the new bikes.
Some of us have been practising on balance bikes, which
will hopefully help us to eventually ride two-wheeled
bikes independently. Others have been riding the trikes
and some can already ride confidently. We have been
learning to ride as a group, follow hand signals and traffic
lights, and weave through an exciting course. Everyone in
the class looks forward to these sessions, and we have so

much fun.
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Our Science topic is animals and
habitats. So, we put on our lab
coats and went outside to
investigate which animals live
within the garden habitat. We then
carefully sorted our findings into
different groups. We mostly found
insects, spiders and birds, but also
noticed evidence of squirrels and
foxes. We then explored other
animal groups; did you know a
dolphinis not a fish but a
mammal? We also discovered that
people are animals too and belong
to the mammal group.

This term, we have been developing
our creativity by exploring the story
Matilda in our literacy lessons.
The story has given us many
opportunities to express ourselves
through imaginative learning and
discussion. We have been exploring
the different characters, their
personalities, and what they do in
each scene. Alongside this, we have
been practising our writing skills by
using descriptive words to bring the
characters to life when creating our
collages.

We have begun working
on our Tempest
showcase, learning the
story through creativity
and sensory exploration.

This term, we enjoyed taking partin a
variety of special activities that
encouraged creativity, confidence, and
togetherness. We celebrated Odd Sock
Day by wearing odd socks and learning
about the importance of being kind,
respectful, and proud of what makes
us unique. We also enjoyed our Easter
Parade, where we designed and
presented our Easter bonnets and
outfits, showing great imagination and
effort. Both events gave us the
opportunity to express ourselves,
celebrate as a class, and have fun
learning together.

We also took part in a VE
Day celebration; it was a
great day that helped pupils
feel included while learning
about remembrance,
togetherness, and
celebrating peace.




This term has been wonderful and
busy. We engaged in different
sensory experiences together.
This term we were looking at Alice
in wonderland. We looked at the
characters and learned to describe
them in our class. We also worked
on some amazing artwork related
to the book. We explored different
emotions and projected it onto
our artwork. We enjoyed using
different materials to create Alice.

This term our class enjoyed
celebrating St. George's
day together. We learned
about the importance of
the day and explored why
it is celebrated in England.
As part of our activity, we
got creative by decorating
cupcakes with the English
flag.

This term we have been learning
about animals, their habitats and
how they move.

We explored unique features and
adaptations of animals for them to
survive in different environments.
We also learned how animals
present in various habitats are
different from each other. We
explored varied materials during
our lessons to understand the skin
and the textures of animal skin.

Working on our Independence
in class involved making simple
meals. We had a small shop set
up in our class, looked at the
things which we needed and
made a shopping list. We
bought the items needed and
made meals in class.

This term in literacy and
communication, learners have
been enjoying exploring sensory
items together during our sensory
story sessions. Using touch, sight
and sound, they are encouraged to
engage with a range of exciting
materials. With adult support
learners practice sharing passing
and looking at items alongside
their peers, helping to build
awareness of others and develop
turn taking skills. This shared
experience supports the
development of early social skills
in a calm, fun and engaging way.

In My Independence,
learners have been
exploring the
importance of self- care
skills as part of their
daily routine.

Learners enjoyed practicing
washing their hands and faces
throughout the day. Particularly
enjoying exploring water and
bubbles in a fun and engaging way.
With adult support learners are
developing their confidence in
wiping their faces and washing
their hands, helping build greater
independence in their every day
self care routines.

In Maths, learners have
been colour sorting and

using tweezers to move

objects, developing fine

motor control, and early
problem solving skills.




In science this term, we have been

SSLP have been immersed in an learning about different animals in We recently took part in an
exciting Alice in Wonderland topic a fun and engaging way. We immersive theatrical experience of
this term. Through a range of explored a variety of creatures by The Tempest, run by Kate
hands-on, multi-sensory activities, singing and acting out the song Hopewell. The children thoroughly
learners have been exploring the Walking Through the Jungle, where enjoyed this sensory-rich session

story and characters in meaningful
ways. A particular highlight was
attending the Mad Hatter’s Tea
Party, where everyone thoroughly
enjoyed dressing up as their
favourite characters and taking
part in messy play activities. It was
wonderful to see such curiosity as
learners brought the story to life
together.

as they met the characters,
explored mysterious caves,
journeyed across the ocean, and
were shipwrecked on an island.

we “met” animals along our
journey. This has helped us to
learn about where animals live,
how they move and what makes Along the way, they encountered
them special, all while developing fascinating creatures and became
our listening skills and enjoying fully absorbed in the sights, sounds
learning together. and excitement of the story.

We had an amazing session with
Kate Hopewell- exploring the
story of ‘The Tempest’. We
dressed up as the characters,
brewed magic potions and
travelled to mystic places- far, far
away.

We have been exploring the topic of
words — through our Sensory story ‘Alice
in Wonderland’. We combined this with
our VE Day celebration for a wonderful
tea party !
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ssnc In Literacy we have been working on Alice in Wonderland

and we have been concentrating on using adjectives in
In our Art/Creativity our writing to make our sentences more interesting.

In Science, we have been
looking at why we have day
and night and how the Earth
spins on its axis. We have
been learning about the
Northern and Southern
Hemispheres.

lessons, we have been
creating objects and
characters from the world
of Alice in Wonderland. We
have used some of the
work we created for our
class display, we enjoyed
experiencing a variety of
materials.

This term, we have also been exploring Disney’s Alice in
wonderland. Learners have thoroughly enjoyed the story
and have been especially engaged in learning about the
different characters. We have been making characters
during our art sessions for our display board. We have also
enjoyed having our own tea party.

This term we have been learning to make our own sandwiches.
Skills for life, such as food preparation, help to build
independence and confidence in everyday life. By choosing the
type of bread, fillings, and spreads, learners practice decision-
making and understanding that their choices matter. Food
preparation also teaches practical skills such as following steps,
staying safe in the kitchen, and taking responsibility for
preparing food.

We have been exploring
different games in class, turn
taking, sharing and
communicating preferences
using communication systems.




Throughout this term, class SSAl have
enjoyed exploring the wonderful story of
Matilda during Literacy and
communication lessons. Learners have
taken part in a variety of engaging and
creative activities that encouraged
imaginative participation through messy

play, role play, and interactive games. As Within My world lessons, SSAJ have been learning about We also had a wonderful

we explored the story together, learners habitats and adaptation. Learners have identified time celebrating VE Day.

focused on key events and characters, different environments, focusing on Land and water Learners enjoyed creating

investigating their emotions, actions, and animals, beginning to understand which animals live in their own hats and

the different ways that characters each habitat. Through a range of engaging activities, proudly took partin the

treated each other throughout the story. learners explored how animals adapt and survive in celebration parade,
different conditions, including the ways they find food, joining in with the fun
stay warm, and protect themselves within their and festive activities
environment. throughout the day.

To mark VE Day, we took part in a variety of engaging and
meaningful activities. The learners enjoyed hands on
experiences, including traditional wartime games. Some
learners explored their creativity by decorating biscuits,
hats and aeroplanes.

The learners in class
have thoroughly
enjoyed their maths
lessons, particularly
our focus on
measuring length..

This term, learners from SSAT have greatly enjoyed reading Alice in
Wonderland. Through a range of creative writing activities, they have
developed their descriptive skills, focusing on the story’s unique and
memorable characters.




-

3STP

We are learning about
animals and habitats,
which is an area of interest
for many of us. We have
enjoyed sensory
exploration of different
habitats and learning about
what animals need to
survive.

As part of our enrichment curriculum, we participated in
an immersive sensory experience, bringing to life the story
of ‘The Tempest’ and have helped with creating the set
design for the whole school experience. We also had a
great time learning about, and celebrating, VE day
through a variety of activities.

In PSHE we have been learning
about daily routines to support
us with our independence. We
are also learning about public
and private spaces in the
community, at school and at
home.

We have enjoyed reading the
story of Matilda and have all
developed our ability to
answer questions about what
we have read. There are lots
of parts of the story that we
find funny!

This book has also helped us

to develop our understanding

of emotions and how we can

be kind to others, as well as

how actions can affect other
people.
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This term, our class has been
enjoying Alice in Wonderland.
We made our own jam tarts,
just like in the book! The
learners loved taking partin
baking, exploring the smells,
textures and tastes, and best
of all, eating the jam tarts
together. It was a fun and
memorable sensory
experience that everyone
really enjoyed.

We recently enjoyed a
sensory-rich group activity
during The Tempest

workshop. Learners explored

the story through sounds,
movement and touch,
responding to dramatic
music, flowing fabrics and
expressive actions.

The shared experience
helped everyone feel
immersed in the
atmosphere of the
play, encouraging

curiosity, engagement
and enjoymentin a
calm, inclusive way.
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